Homelessness and the 2011 General Election
How YOU can help
Homelessness was a serious issue before the current fiscal and budgetary crisis, however this crisis means
more people are at risk of homelessness, more people will become homeless and more people will turn to
services like Simon for support. It is critical that we don’t turn back the clock on the real progress which
has been made in tackling this issue across Ireland in recent years. In the run up to the 2011 General
Election you can help to ensure that this does not happen.
We are asking for YOUR help to ensure that homelessness remains high on the political agenda.
Please ask local candidates in your area to pledge to honor existing commitments in relation to
homelessness if elected in your constituency:
The current Government have committed to:
 End long term homelessness and end the need to sleep rough i .
 Full implementation of The Way Home – A Strategy to Address Adult Homelessness in Ireland 2008 2013 and the National Implantation Plan. The Strategy and Plan together offer a blueprint to
facilitate the realisation of these commitments. They include a range of other commitments,
including prevention, meeting the long term housing needs of people progressing out of
homelessness, ensuring effective service provision and improving funding arrangements.
What is needed to ensure these commitments are achieved:
 The National Implementation Plan for the Homeless Strategy must be updated including
appropriate Key Performance Indicators. The current process has reached a standstill; new
timelines and targets are required to ensure that it remains on track. In addition, this plan should
incorporate the development of a new Strategy as the current strategy ends in 2013. The Health
services and local authorities are the lead statutory bodies with responsibility for addressing
homelessness and the needs of people who are homeless in Ireland ii however any such processes,
nationally, regionally and locally, should involve all key players including the voluntary sector.



Housing: The current leasing scheme requires urgent review and amendment to make it
more viable. In addition a portion of the CAS Special Needs funding needs to be
ringfenced for accommodation for people who are homeless. It is acknowledged across the
board that access to housing is a major block delaying the implementation the Homeless Strategy.
A range of appropriate housing options must be provided through local authority, voluntary and
high support housing, private rented accommodation, the Rental Accommodation Scheme and
the leasing scheme.



Introduce dedicated funding through the Department of Environment, Heritage and
Local government for housing support: Some people require ongoing housing and tenancy
sustainment support to live independently and to prevent homelessness from recurring.



Introduce dedicated funding from the Department of Health and Children/HSE for
health and care support needs for people who are homeless. Many people who are homeless
also have health and social care needs including physical and mental health, drug and alcohol use,
dual diagnosis (problematic drug/alcohol use and a mental health issue), or a combination of
these iii . Such support would assist them to move out of homelessness and to prevent
homelessness from recurring. Specialist services working in conjunction with mainstream services
are provided for in The Way Home and have proved to be very effective in this context.
For further information visit www.simon.ie

The Current Situation
The economic crisis means more people are at risk of homelessness, more people will become
homeless and more people will turn to the Simon Communities for support. Homelessness was a
serious issue in Ireland before the economic downturn but the current fiscal and budgetary crisis is
exacerbating this issue. Recession makes people more vulnerable with pressure in terms of jobs, housing
and increasing levels of poverty. Homelessness impacts mostly on people who are on the margins with
few resources in the first place, people who may have experienced homelessness in the past, people on
low incomes, and with little job or housing security. Budget 2011 and the National Recovery Plan
proposals, including social welfare and the minimum wage reductions and increases in taxation and
indirect taxation, means that a whole new generation is now at risk.
The Government is cutting funding from essential services tackling homelessness. Simon
Communities are under increasing pressure around the country. We are acutely aware that we are
facing into a very challenging economic and budgetary context. However, we see firsthand the devastating
impact the current crisis is having on people who were already marginalised and vulnerable. People
turning to Simon often have nowhere else to go, their only option is Simon. In the current climate the
Simon Communities are under increasing pressure with reductions in statutory funding across a range of
budget lines and uncertainty in terms of voluntary donations. Many services have been experiencing
funding cuts since 2008 and are operating at capacity. They are finding it challenging to raise the shortfall
between funding contributed by the State and the actual cost of providing homeless services.
The long-term accommodation and support needs of people who are homeless are not being
met. Ideally, emergency accommodation should only ever be used in an ‘emergency’ but often this is not
the case. The Government defines long term homelessness as the occupation of emergency
accommodation for longer than 6 months. Due to a lack of suitable long-term housing options, people
often spend long periods in emergency accommodation. Fortunately current government policy is seeking
to change this. Once a person is ready to move on from an emergency hostel or B&B (private
emergency), it is critical that suitable and appropriate housing, with the necessary support is available.
Plans are underway to respond to those who have low to medium support needs, providing housing with
support. However, many of the people who are long term homeless have high levels of need - mental
health, physical health, problem drug and alcohol use, fractured family relations, education and training
needs – how their long term housing and support needs will be addressed remains unclear.
Homelessness is about health as well as housing. A recent National Health Snapshot Study,
(referenced below), undertaken by Simon demonstrates the many related needs experienced amongst
people using Simon services around the country. Findings indicated that 56% of people are experiencing
at least one diagnosed physical health condition, 52% experiencing at least one diagnosed mental health
condition, 28% of people are experiencing both. People reported alcohol use (66%), drug use (38%), self
harm (15%) and attempted suicide (23%). In short, people are very sick and very vulnerable.
Homelessness is about health as well housing: access to appropriate healthcare is critical to ensure that
people remain as healthy as possible and that they get the supports they need. To support people to move
out of homelessness appropriate housing, health and social care support must be provided and high
support housing must be provided for those who need more intensive, ongoing support.

i Ending long-term homelessness (the occupation of emergency accommodation for longer than 6 months): This commitment was included in the Towards
2016 Social Partnership Agreement and is restated in the Government’s Homeless Strategy ‘The Way Home’ published Aug 2008. This commitment was
confirmed in the renegotiated Programme for Government (Oct 2009). Eliminating the need to sleep rough: This commitment is clearly articulated in the
Homeless Strategy ‘The Way Home’.
ii Health services and local authorities are the lead statutory bodies with responsibility for addressing homelessness and the needs of people who are
homeless. The Health Act 1953 imposed a duty on health boards (now the HSE) to provide assistance and shelter to people who are homeless. Under the
Child Care Act, 1991, health services have a responsibility to provide for the care, welfare and accommodation of those under 18 who are homeless. Under
the Housing Act 1988 local authorities are empowered to respond to homelessness, including housing people who are homeless directly, by funding
voluntary and co-operative bodies to house them, by providing advice and information to them, and by providing them with financial assistance to access
private rented accommodation.
iii Health and Homelessness: Health Snapshot Study of People Using Simon Services and Projects in Ireland (2010) Simon Communities of Ireland

