






St. Patrick’s Day Festival 08
February 16th – 17th 
Dublin Simon Community is delighted to be chosen as the 
official charity for the St. Patrick’s Day Festival 2008. As official 
charity we will we participating in a number of the events over 
the festival including The Big Day out on March 16th, the Ceili 
Mor on March 17th and of course the St. Patrick’s Day Festival 
Parade on March 17th. We will have volunteer collectors 
throughout the city over the course of the festival so if you see 
a ‘bucket shaker’ please give as generous as you can. 

If you are interested in getting involved and helping Dublin Simon 
Community for the St. Patrick’s Day Festival call the fundraising 
office on 01 671 5551 or e-mail fundraising@dubsimon.ie 

Get Your Boots On!
Everest in Ireland
30th May – 7th June
New for 2008, Everest in Ireland is the ultimate hill walking 
challenge. Dublin Simon will take a group of hill walkers to 
new heights by scaling the equivalent height of Everest (29,028 
feet) in Ireland. This adventure takes in some of the most 
breathtaking and beautiful hill walks in Ireland, and indeed the 
world, over a ten day period. The hike begins on Slieve Donard 
& Binnian in Co. Down, takes in the Glover Walk and Mount 
Errigal in Donegal, the Twelve Pins in Galway and finishes up on 
the spectacular Macgillycuddy Reeks in Killarney Co. Kerry. For 
more information e-mail fundraising@dubsimon.ie

Dublin City Marathon
27th October 2008 or any Marathon!

For many people, completing a marathon is the ultimate fitness 
challenge. If you are planning on taking up the challenge, why 
not do it for a worthy cause?

If you would like to run a marathon and would like to support 
Dublin Simon please contact Sharon in fundraising at 
sharonkeogh@dubsimon.ie 

Upcoming Events to Keep 
your Eyes Peeled For
Coast2Coast Challenge, September 2008

Fun Run, October 2008

Patagonia, November 2008

Poker Challenge 2008

For more information on any of the 
above, or fundraising in general, 
please contact the Fundraising 
Department on (01) 6715551 or  
e-mail fundraising@dubsimon.ie 

Special Thanks
Thank you to all our volunteers, choirs, staff and service users 
for all your help last year with both Church Gates and Carol 
Singing. Combined these efforts brought in a whopping amount 
so many thanks for everyone’s help in collecting these much 
needed funds, vital to the support of our services. Fundraising 
is imperative to the work of Dublin Simon and would not be 
possible without the help of volunteers and the choirs who 
kindly donated their time and efforts Singing for Simon. Thank 
you.
 

Mini Marathon 2008
This year the Flora Women’s Mini Marathon takes place on 
Bank Holiday Monday 2nd June. Walk, jog or run the 10k and 
raise funds to help our services.
 
Dublin Simon prioritises women who come to us for help 
because of the very real dangers they face when they are 
homeless. There are a range of serious life issues that can 
result in a woman becoming homeless, issues that can be 
experienced by any woman at any stage of her life. Mental 
health problems, disability, learning difficulties, domestic 
violence, poverty and broken or strained family connections 
can all result in homelessness.

So give yourself two challenges, run the Women’s Mini Marathon 
and help raise vital funds for our services.
 
You can register for the Mini Marathon by picking 
up an Evening Herald from the 28th February 
or logging on to the Mini Marathon Website at  
www.womensminimarathon.ie.
 
To run, walk or jog in aid of Dublin Simon please contact Sharon 
in fundraising at sharonkeogh@dubsimon.ie
 

Church Gate Volunteers 
Needed
Last year Church Gate collections were a crucial part of our 
overall fundraising. This year we want to make them even more 
important! But to do so we depend heavily on volunteers. If you 
have a local church in your area and can spare a couple of hours 
on a Sunday morning we can organise the collection for you. All 
you have to do is turn up with a bucket and a friend or two on 
the day! If interested please contact Sharon in fundraising at 
sharonkeogh@dubsimon.ie

Fundraising &
                   Upcoming Events    Schools  

    Corner 
‘Share your Change & 
Change a Life’
It was this inspiring catchphrase created by fourth year students 
in St. Colmcilles Community School, Knockloyn, that kick started 
their exceptional efforts to help the Dublin Simon Community. 
Students hung Christmas stockings throughout the school and 
pupils contributed their spare change to the socks. Such were 
the funds gathered, in excess of €1,000, and combined with 
a non-uniform day, students were able to create and produce 
35 Christmas Hampers. The hampers were distributed through 
the Dublin Simon Tenancy Sustainment Service who work with 
those who have experienced homelessness in the past or are 
at high risk of experiencing it in the future. DCTS aim to prevent 
homelessness in the first place.

By providing these Christmas hampers students from St. 
Colmcilles contributed some hope and comfort at what can be 
a very trying time for many people.  We at the Dublin Simon 
Community would like to extend our thanks, and thanks on 
behalf of our service users, to St. Colmcilles students and 
staff for their time and efforts dedicated to this project which 
concluded with a heart-warming Christmas Carol Service ‘Shine 
a Light’ at which a speaker from Dublin Simon was asked to 
contribute. Many thanks to all involved. 

Heading for the Hills – 
Cycle2Cork
Clontarf School to Cycle from Dublin to Cork
Seven enthusiastic cyclists from Mount Temple School, Clontarf 
will be getting into the saddle and cycling all the way from Dublin 
to Cork this March, in aid of the Dublin Simon Community. The 
students plan to cycle over five days, meeting up with various 
cycling clubs along the way and staying in hostels en route. All 
support is much appreciated, and fundraising efforts are going 
well following a successful bag pack in Tesco. The lads plan to 
start the trek from St. Annes Park in Clontarf on March 10th. For 
more information you can email them at cycle2cork@hotmail.
com or check out their bebo site http://www.bebo.com/Profile.
jsp?MemberId=5116110115 

Singing for Simon
Many thanks to the schools who took up the call and went 
singing for Simon this Christmas including Howth Road Mixed 
National School, Leinster School of Music, St. Columba’s 
College and Star of the Sea National School. Loads of other 
schools contributed generously this Christmas and on behalf 
of Dublin Simon and all our service users we would like to 
sincerely thank all your efforts. Schools included All Saints 
Church National School; C.B.S.; Cholaiste Mhuire; Glenasmole 
National School; Holy Child Community School; Mount 
Carmel Secondary School; Ringsend Technical Institute; S.S. 
Peter & Paul JNS; Sallynoggin College; St. Benildus College; 
St. Dominic’s College; St. Patrick’s Community College; and 
Ticknevin National School.

Dublin Simon Community is delighted to be chosen as  
the official charity for the St. Patrick’s Day Festival 2008.

Keep your eye peeled 
for the upcoming 

Patagonia Trip.

Students from St. Colmcilles at their Christmas Service with 
Harry Keogh (centre) from Dublin Simon Community. 

Dublin Simon 
Community and 

TV3 in Grafton St at 
Christmas.
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Leaving a Legacy to Dublin Simon Community
Remembering Dublin Simon Community in your Will is an effective and lasting way of supporting our work. 

q	 Please send me more information on remembering Dublin Simon in my will.

Name:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________  Email: ________________________________________________

Please find enclosed my donation of  	 q €50          q €80          q €100          q € ________ other

or please debit my card			  q visa		  q mastercard	          q laser

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	           expiry date

q	 Please send me information on making monthly donations by standing order

Yes, I would like to support Dublin Simon Community!
Simply fill out and return to;  Dublin Simon Community, P.O.Box 581, Freepost F2015, Dublin 1

Noticeboard		
Latest News & Development

Rough Sleepers Team	 01 872 0185 	 roughsleeperteam@dubsimon.ie 	
Emergency Shelter	 01 475 9357 	 Harcourt@dubsimon.ie 
Tenancy Sustainment	 01 674 9225 	 DCTS@dubsimon.ie 
Detox	 01 675 9950 	 Detox@dubsimon.ie 
Res. Alcohol Service	 01 679 2391	 Rehab@dubsimon.ie

Fundraising	 01 671 5551 	 fundraising@dubsimon.ie 
Volunteering	 01 889 5800 	 karinryan@dubsimon.ie 
Human Resources	 01 674 9200 	 dsjobs@dubsimon.ie 
Head Office	 01 671 5363 	 kellycrowley@dubsimon.ie 
Shop, Camden St	 01 475 7012

For any further information on the work of Dublin Simon or to comment on, or subscribe to the Newsletter please 
contact lornacronnelly@dubsimon.ie  Tel: (01) 6715551

Dublin Simon Community Contacts

!

Dublin Simon Expands 
Services to Dun Laoghaire
The Dublin Simon Community in conjunction with Dun 
Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council has opened a new Low 
Threshold Emergency Shelter in Dun Laoghaire.  
The shelter will provide emergency accommodation on a 
nightly basis from February 11th 2008 to May 31st 2008 for 
those sleeping rough in the locality. It accommodates 10 people 
and offers key working to all residents. Dublin Simon is also 
undertaking the expansion of the Soup Run and Rough Sleeper 
Team to the Dun Laoghaire area where the need for those 
experiencing homelessness to link in with support services is 
increasingly evident. 
The Shelter, which is part of the cold weather strategy, is in 
line with the vision of the Homeless Agency Partnership Action 
Plan, A Key to the Door. This outlines the necessity for Statutory 
and Voluntary services to engage in partnership arrangements 
to deliver and improve on services for individuals experiencing 
homelessness.

Detox Expansion
Work is currently underway to expand Dublin Simon Detox 
Service from 8 beds to an 11 bed facility. This expansion comes 
at an important time when the need for more detox facilities 
for those experiencing homelessness is becoming increasingly 
evident. A high number of those experiencing homelessness 
have addiction related issues and there are currently not enough 
relevant support services in the city for those seeking to deal 
with these matters.

The first Suss newsletter came off the printer in December. 
Printed for the service user, by the service user, the SUSS 
newsletter is a great success and will be followed up with a 
second issue in March. Keep your eyes peeled.

New Appointments 
Dublin Simon Community would like to welcome on board 
Majella Darcy as Head of Specialist Services; Ruth O’Keefe 
as a project worker with Tenancy Sustainment; Ursula 
Manning as the new receptionist/administrator with the 
Emergency Shelter; Lana Gankovskaja, Grainne Daymon 
and Liz Comerford as Service Operational Workers.

Interested in becoming a soup runner for Dublin Simon 
and located in the Dun Laoghaire area? Contact Karin at 
KarinRyan@dubsimon.ie or call (01) 889 5800


